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Q: Isn’'t the roundabout just another “traffic OQ'.- =@

circle2”

A: Modern roundabouts go far beyond the in-

famous traffic circles of old. Roundabouts fea- = -°= = G " Q
ture traffic calming qualities that force drivers

tolessen their pace through the intersection. The = g G ’
design of the roundabout also reduces the num- o = = 9 o =
ber of conflict points and left turns, increasing

safety. Also, contrary to the belief about fraffic
circles, you cannot get “lost” in a roundabout!

A newer and safer
intersection
for Greensboro!

Q: Why not just install a fraffic signal@

A: While traffic signals confinue to be suitable
for many intersections, some intersections ben-
efit greatly from roundabouts by reducing ve-
hicle speeds through the intersection and allow-
ing pedestrians to cross a single lane of fraffic
at a time. Traffic signal operational and main-
tenance costs are also eliminated with a mod-
ern roundabout.

Q: Are roundabouts safe near schools and resi-
dences for the elderly?

A: Roundabouts increase the safety of school
children and the elderly by making it easier for
them to cross a street with the use of the center
splitter islkand. Cars are required to yield to pe-
destrians at all times, and the slower speeds en-
sure that caution is used at the intersection
whenever pedestrians are in the vicinity.

Q: What do | do if an emergency vehicle fol-
lows me into a roundabout?

A: If you enter a roundabout and notice an
emergency vehicle behind you, simply continue
around the roundabout to the nearest exit and
pull off to the side as normal. Pulling to the side

within the roundabout may not give the vehicle s )
the clearance they need and could prevent Greensboro Department of Transportation
them from reaching their destination as quickly. 300 W. Washington Street
PO Box 3136
If you have additional questions about Greensboro, NC 27402-3136 Greensboro
roundabouts and their use, contact (336) 373-GDOT .
Greensboro Department of Transportation 9 www.greensboro-nc.gov/gdot ) Department of Transportation

at 373-GDOT (4368)



(What is a Roundabout?)

A roundabout is a circular intersection that
moves traffic counterclockwise around a
centralisland. The roundabout’s design pro-
motes safety by lowering driving speeds and
reducing the number of conflict points. There
are only 8 conflict points in a roundabout
compared to 32 in a typical 4-way intersec-
fion. The fewer conflict points lessens the like-
lihood of an accident. A roundabout also
allows pedestrians to cross streets more safely
by crossing one lane at a time. This type of
intersection requires no traffic signals because
left turns across traffic are eliminated.
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(Anatomy of a Roundabout)

-A central island

-A circular roadway on which all vehicles
travel counterclockwise

-Entry-yield rule that requires drivers to yield
to traffic already in the circular roadway
-Speed-reducing design elements such as
splitter islands

-Areas for landscaping and other aesthetics

Using a Roundabout
(cars, vans, small trucks)

-Slow down once you see the

roundabout approach sign.

-Look for and yield to pedes-

trians in the crosswalk.

-Stop if necessary for traffic in

the roundabout and wait for an opportunity
to slowly enter the roadway.

-If the way is clear, simply turn right and enter
the roundabout.

-Do noft stop anywhere inside the roundabout.
-If there is a bicyclist ahead of you in the
roundabout, do not pass them. They will
move to the shoulder after they have exited
the roundabout.

-Again, watch for pedestrians as you exit.

-If you miss your desired exit from the round-
about, simply continue around to take your
chosen exit.

(large trucks, buses)

-Note that the roundabout lane is designed
to accommodate large vehicles such as
frucks and buses.

-Prepare for your turn into the roundabout by
hugging the left side of the entry lane.

-Use the specially provided concrete apron
for your rear wheels to track over.

-Continue to hug the left side of the lane as
you exit the roundabout.

ﬁcmmso a xOc:QQUOcJ

Pedestrians) ——

_Unlike vehicles, pedestri- Nalk
ans travel around the around
roundabout, crossing
only at entrance and
exit lanes.

-Never walk into the inte-
rior of the roundabout or
to the central island.
-Use the provided crosswalks to travel across
the roundabout roadway.

-Make sure to cross one lane at a time, using
the splitter island as a refuge between lanes.
-Although you have the right of way, look for
oncoming traffic down every lane as you
Cross.

-As you cross, look towards the roundabout
for exiting vehicles.

-Walk around each leg of the the roundabout
until you reach your desired street.

(Cyclists)

-Cyclists should ride roundabouts as if you
are driving a car. Be assertive, so cars see
you and respect your right to be on the
road in the roundabout.

-If you are approaching a roundabout riding
on the shoulder of the road, merge into the
travel lane before the shoulder ends.

-Do not hug the curve in the roundabout. This
could entfice drivers to pass you. Make sure
to ride closer to the middle of the lane with
the traffic.

-Watch for cars waiting to enter the
roundabout...they may not see you.

-If you do not wish to ride your bicycle in the
roundabout, you may enter the sidewalk and
proceed as a pedestrian.
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